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POLICE SCIENCE BOOK REFIEWS

of his use of the "scientific method." This, the reviewer seriously challenges.
For example: on page 45, "contrast this with the behavior of the psychopath.
To him the present is the all important consideration"; and on page 50, "The
person with psychopathic personality has no time concept; he is not concerned
with the past, present or future.".

The author persistently attacks with "complete objectivity" the concept of
psychogenic factors in the development of the psychopathic personality and
stresses the organic factors, yet he uses "phychogenic" and "environmental"
as synonyms. And he confuses symptoms with causative etiological factors on a
few occasions. Finally, there is a misquotation of Otto Fenichel which is too
subtle to have been entirely accidental-it is really a distortion of Fenichel's
words in such a way as to lend more credence to the author's conclusions. All
this does not appear to be "complete objectivity" and scientific method.

The section on therapy and handling of psychopaths is probably the sum-
mation of the author's frustration and annoyance, as he states early in the
book "he [the psychopath] makes himself somewhat of a nuisance to all of
those, particularly his physicians, who are concerned with his welfare." Once
having established a rapport of this type little can be done by the physician
which would help the patient. It would leave only the courses Dr. Thompson
finally recommends-custodial care, surgery, and sedation to the point of total
decrease in function.

This reviewer is not denying the possibility of organic causative factors in
some cases of psychopathic personality. This has been demonstrated conclu-
sively. The attempt to force all cases into this mold is however detrimental
to ever successfully solving the problem. Actually this book appears to be a
defensive treatise on a position more or less passe. HILBURT L. WOLFF
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEW YORK UNIVERSITY LIE DETECTION CONFERENCE.

Board of Polygraph Examiners. Washington D. C. 1953. $2.50.

AvIATION TOXICOLOGY. By Aero Medical Association, Blakiston Co., New York,
1953. Pp. 120. $4.00.

THE TRAFFIC IN NARCOTICS: By Harry J. Anslinger, and William F. Tomp-
kins. Funk and Wagnalls, Publisher, New York 10, New York. 1953. Pp.
354. $4.50.

DISPUTED PATERNITY PROCEEDINGS: By Sidney B. Schatkin. Matthew
Bender & Company, Publisher, New York, N. Y. Third Edition 1953.
Pp. 821.

THE DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD: By C. J. Polson, R. P. Brittain, & T. K. Mar-
shall. Philosophical Library, Inc., Publisher, New York. 1953. Pp. 300.
$7.50.

DRUG ADDICTION AMONG ADOLESCENTS. By The Blakiston Co. The Blakiston
Co. Inc., Publisher, New York, N. Y., 1953. Pp. 320. $4.00.

EDIToR's NOTE: The Prisoner Transportation Manual (see rev. Vol. 43, No. 5,
1953, Pp. 704) is now available from the Supervisor of Documents, State Printing
Division, Sacramento 14, California at 52¢ per copy.
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