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AMERICAN ACHIEVEMENTS IN CRIMINOLOGY
(1938 to 1950)

Walter Bromberg

The author is a Psychiatrist and Psychoanalyst. He was formerly Senior Psychi-
artist in Bellevue Psychiatric Hospital New York; Director Psychiatric Clinic, Court
of General Sessions; Asst. Professor of Clinical Psychiatry, New York University
and Bellevue Hospital Medical College; Commander, U. S. Navy, 1942-46, Senior
Psychiatrist U. S. Naval Prison, Portsmouth, N, H., and other Naval installations.
At present practicing in Sacramento, California. He is author of numerous articles
in the Psychiatric and Criminologic literature.—EDITOR.

Activities in the field of criminology which involved either psychia-
trists or psychiatric measures during the period, 1938-1950, covered a
very broad span of approaches, accents and interests. The author does
not attempt to cover every psychiatric activity here, but will restrict
himself to the main trends which seem to have brought progress to the
field or acted as potential indicators for future development.

The psychoanalytically oriented work by Alexander and Staub,® and
Alexander and Healy? in the previous decade provided the starting point
for an increasing number of studies which had as their basic goal an
understanding of the unconscious factors in crime. The work of psychia-
trists who utilized psychoanalytic concepts in therapeutic and diagnostic
efforts cannot be divorced from the work of psychiatrists of a more
descriptive persuasion. The coincidence of psychiatric and psycho-
analytic interests stemmed from the recognition that the reciprocal
psychological reactions of the public and criminals and the unconscious
motives for criminal activity are indeed the basis on which an effective
psychiatric criminology can be built. The words of Alexander and Staub,
speaking of criminal behavior stimulated and crystallized the viewpoint
of psychiatry in criminology in the period dealt with here:

Only those motives can be brought to light which appear in the conscious portion
of the individual’s psychic apparatus. The unconscious motives which not infre-
quently exert a greater dynamic influence on our actions, remain unknown.

In a general way it can be said that World War II stimulated re-
newed interest in such neurotic and psychopathic behavior as eventuates
in criminal acts. Psychiatrists as neutral social scientists were drawn by
their military position into contact with crimes in war. Not only indi-
vidual criminals, but the concept of “war criminals’® focused attention
on the wider social meaning of aggression. One development was the

1. ALEXANDER, F., AND Staus, H.: THE CrIMINAL, THE JUDGE AND THE PusLic, New

York, Macmillan, 1931.
2. ALEXANDER, F., anp HeaLy, W.: Roors oF CriME, New York, Knopf, 1935.
3. KEeLrey, DoucLas M.: TWENTY-TwWo CELLS IN NUREMBERG, Greenberg, New York,

1947,
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interest stimulated in aggression as a personal and mass experience,
both directly or displaced symbolically in neurotic illnesses.** Two
murder cases®™® were particularly productive in furthering analysis of
problems of murder psychology and its relation to mental disease. By
the end of the war, this psychological awareness of a “psychology” of
aggression became linked with practical efforts of legislators and judicial
officers and a much more interested public in planning for improvement
in laws concerning disposition and treatment of psychopathic criminals,
and prevention of their criminal behavior.

The existence of psychiatric clinics in both adult and juvenile courts
as an integral aspect of criminal court function has been a not too well
known but vital part of American psychiatry. The court clinic move-
ment has not progressed so rapidly as was expected prior to the war.
There were, in 1939, seven psychiatric clinics attached to courts in the
following cities: New York, Chicago (the Municipal and Criminal
Courts), Baltimore, Detroit, Cleveland and Pittsburgh. They are all
continuing at present.® Their work consists of giving psychiatric opin-
ions of selected cases, and, in one clinic (New York) a routine analysis
of every case that comes before the court.!® Not only do these clinics
diagnose and describe criminal offenders in psychological terms, but
they rule out psychoses and other clinical states, examine traffic offend-
ers!* and make recommendations for disposition, probation supervision
and psychiatric treatment. Many localities!? utilize psychiatric help
other than derived from court clinics, and there are many psychopathic
hospitals attached to universities, for example the Colorado Psychiatric
Hospital, Denver, Colorado, and the Bellevue Psychiatric Hospital,
New York, which function as aids to the courts.

An example of the use of psychiatry in the court clinics is well illus-
trated by the report of the Psychiatric Clinic of the Court of General

4. ScHILDER, PauL, aND Kriser, SYLvAN: A Study in Criminal Aggressiveness, GENET,
PsycuoL. Mono. 18: Nos, 5 and 6, (1936).

5. ScHILDER, PAUL: GoALs AND DEsires oF MAN, A PSYCHOLOGICAL SURVEY OF LIFE,
Columbia Univ. Press, N. Y., 1942, .

6. People vs. Irwin, N. Y., 1938.

7. People vs. Heirens, Ill., Sept. 1946.

8. Kenwneoy, F., HorFMAN, H. R., anp Hawnes, W.: 4 study of William Heirens,
AMER. J. PsycH. 104, 113, Aug. 1947.

9. GUTTMACHER, MANFRED: Court Clinic Ghart, Communication to Group for Ad-
vancement of Psychiatry, 1949.

10. BroMBERG, W., AND THomrsoN, C. B.: Relation to Psychoses, Mental Defect and
Personality Types of Crime, J. CRiM. LAwW AND CrIMINOL., 28: 1, 1937.

11. SELLING, LoweLL, S.: The Alcokolic Traffic Offenders, J. oF CRiM. PsYCHOPATHOL.,
Oct. 1942, p., 325.

12. KAUFMAN, S. H., AND Bok, CURTIS: The Value of Formal Psychiatric- Examination in
the Criminal Courts, J. Nerv. MenT. DIs. 103, 289, 1946. .
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Sessions, New York, for 1948.* During that year the Clinic examined
2,537 individuals of whom 176 were women. The psychological service
of the Clinic examined 451 individuals. It was pointed out also that
the offenders handled therapeutically had become a more important
part of the Clinic’s service although limited by reason of the routine
work requested of the Clinic staff. This point is made to indicate the
direction of the use of psychiatry in criminal procedure by judicial
agents. The report states that there ‘“‘continues to be a need for active
therapy, as reflected by requests from the Courts and the Probation
Department.”

An over-all picture of the findings of the Clinic in the New York Court
of General Sessions as of the year 1948 is shown in the following:

No. of Cases
PSYCHOSIS . tiieiiie ittt ieeeaeereeranannnn 2
PSYCHOPATHIC PERSONALITY ............. 501
PSYCHONEUROSIS ..ot iieiiiennn. 13
MENTAL DEFECTIVES .......... .. ... 89
PREDOMINANT PERSONALITY
CHARACTERISTICS ... 1,932
(not specific psychiatric entities)
2,537

It might be interesting further to indicate the classification outlined by
this clinic in describing criminal offenders not clinically ill mentally (as
defective or psychotic), but possessed of deviated personality make-up.
This classification has been followed in a general way in other clinics
throughout America, its chief function being to illustrate to the judiciary
and social workers (probation officers) the myriad personality constella-
tions found among criminal offenders:

PrREDOMINANT PERSONALITY CHARACTERISTICS!*

Aggressive, anti-social type

Aggression released by alcohol

Aggression in Reaction to Inferiority
Emotionally Unstable type

Unethical type

Immature and Maladjusted Adolescent type
Adult Immature type

Egocentric type

Inadequate, shiftless, uninhibited, hedonistic type

13, ORENSTEIN, LEo L.: Report of the Court of General Sessions, New York for the
Year 1948.

14. GRrEGORGY, MENAs S.: Psychiatry and the Problem of Delinquency, Am. J. Psy-
CHIATRY, Jan. 1935, Vol. 91, p. 775, Original work with classification done by Drs.
GREGORY, N. Ross, B. APFELBERG AND F. WERTHAM.
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Suggestible, weak, passive type
Nomadic type

Primitive type

Adjusted to low cultural level
Adjusted type

Undiagnosed

The Court Clinic at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,’> for example, uses a
similar descriptive approach in aiding the court to understand adequately
the personality of criminal offenders, as does the Court Clinic of the
Supreme Bench of Baltimore, Maryland and other clinics throughout
the country. The Behavior Clinic at Pittsburgh is interested especially
in the problem of the sexual psychopath and has made careful studies of
the personality developments of such individuals. It is noteworthy that
Dr. Mayer?® directs attention in this regard to the fact that: “The only
way sex perverts can be helped is by understanding their basic drives
and the manner in which unconscious mechanisms influence their conduct.”
This recent concern with the study of sexual offenders will be dealt
with in later pages.

Penal institutions have been a fruitful area for the development of
psychiatric knowledge and research. During the past ten years prison
psychiatry has advanced in two directions: (1) the Federal Bureau of
Prisons has adopted a comprehensive system of classifying offenders in
which psychological analyses are entered into the inmate’s record, and
treatment programs and work assignments correlated therewith. (2)
The Federal Public Health Service at the Federal Penitentiary, Spring-
field, Missouri, has done accurate work instudying psychopathic offend-
ers within prison confines. In the same direction, Pescor and Wilson'®
have published a book called Prison Psychiatry in which mental prob-
lems among incarcerated criminals are discussed in detail.

Clinical investigation of psychopathic personalities within the institu-
tion has led to the development of therapeutic methods, mainly those of
environmental manipulation. Thus Mangun'? described a method of
“therapeutic seclusion” which he characterized as: . . . a modification
of the well known Weir Mitchell treatment which has been adapted to
the prison situation.”

In the institution, as Mangun states, therapeutic seclusion is not to be
confused with punitive isolation.

15. ‘THE BEHAVIOR CLINIC OF QUARTER SEssioNs COURT, County of Allegheny, Pittsburgh,
Pa., Report 1948-49, Maver, Ebwarp E., Director.

16. ProBLEMS IN PRrison PsycHIATRY. By J. G. WiLsoN, M. D. and M. J. Pescor, M. D.
The Caxton Printers, Caldwell, Idaho, 1939. .

17. MANGUN, CLARKE W.: The Psychopathic Criminal, J. oF CLIN. PSYCHOPATHOL.,
Vol. 4, No. 1, July, 1942.
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The inmate promptly understands that he is under the care of a physician with
the implication that he is mentaly ill, and the segregation and control is much
more complete than ordinary custodial isolation. In these severe disorders, ap-
parently effective rapport can be obtained in no other way.

The method is believed to be in accord with well recognized psychologic principles.

The method of handling psychopaths has been further developed by
Hacker and Geleerd,*® and Bromberg and Rodgers.!®* Hacker and
Geleerd stress the point that where disciplinary treatment of severe
maladjustment cases fails, younger offenders of the acting out type

i

. . . do better in an atmosphere of restrictions than in unlimited
freedom.”

These authors go on to indicate, as do those who treat older psy-
chopaths in prison, that:

. . . “strictness” is only relative, and has nothing to do with the sadistic, brutal,
and unreasonable handling of boys and girls . . .

. . . excessive need for freedom was actually a neurotic mechanism, and not part
of the adolescent’s craving for independence and self-assertion . . .

Bromberg and Rodgers have advocated a similar technique in ap-
proaching the therapy of psychopaths in attempting to minimize the
anxiety stimulated in the psychopath in his contact with authority. They
suggest the therapist consciously identify himself with authority to
allay “. . . objective anxiety, and satisfy dependency needs . . .”
These authors further point out:

The anxiety which arises in the delinquent as the result of his intrapsychic
conflicts is only one source of his discomfort. Another is the reality of society’s
feelings about criminals, a major source of objective anxiety. The treatment of the
psychopath or neurotic delinquent requires the furnishing of emotional security
through dependence on parent-authority figures in an institutional setting. This
reduces the objective anxiety and permits deeper probing into the delinquent’s
conflicts.

The essential influence of psychiatry has been in training, guidance
and in introducing therapeutic interest in the handling of prisoners
and in disciplinary problems. Study courses for psychiatrists®® special-
izing in criminal problems and for guards handling offenders have been
advocated. More intensive classification programs have been devel-
oped. In 1949, a psychiatric clinic was set up in New Jersey as a part
of the total classification program in the State Institutions.

18. Hacker, Freperick J., and Gereerp, ELsaBete R., Freedom and Authority in
Adolescence, AMER. JOUR. OF ORTHOPSYCHIATRY, Vol. 15, No. 5, October, 1945.

19. BroMBERG, WALTER, and RobGers, TERRY C.: Authority in the Treatment of Delin-
quents, AMER. JOUR. OF ORTHOPSYCHIATRY, Vol. 16, No. 4, p. 672, Oct. 1946.

20. RocHE, PHILp Q.: Present Day Regquisites for Training and Education in Forensic
Psychiatry. J. CLIN. PsycHoPATH. 145: 4, July, 1942.
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Clinics for juvenile defendants have continued to play an important
role in therapy of primary behavior disorders and in the prevention
of crime. The work in childrens’ wards of psychiatric hospital has
been of high caliber, both in terms of research and therapeutic results.
The literature in this area is voluminous,?! and graduates from studies
on psychotic children to murderers of children and arsonists. The im-
portant fields of psychopathic behavior disorders in children have been
intensively studied by Bender et al.2?2 She and her associates found that
such children suffered from very early “critical breaks in total family
identifications during the second, third and fourth years.” Psychopathic
behavior resulting from such uneven ego maturation was particularly
noted in Goldfarb’s work with institutional children. Bender states:
The primary defect is an inability to identify themselves in a relationship with other
people, due to the fact that they experienced no continuous identification during
the early infantile period from the first weeks through the period when language
and social concepts, and psychosexual and personality development, were pro-
ceeding.

Juvenile clinics studying this and kindred problems among child
delinquents have increased slightly in number. There are now twelve
such official clinics attached to courts throughout the country in which
juveniles are routinely examined, both psychologically and psychia-
trically.2¢

The twin problems of emotional immaturity and psychopathic be-
havior have attracted a great amount of psychiatric interest following
the earlier demonstration by the Gluecks®*” that maturation was one
contingent factor in reducing predisposition to crime. Psychiatric
studies were focused on those immature-neurotic elements which even-
tuated in criminal behavior.?83® The present position regarding im-
maturity and psychopathy has been stated by Bromberg:3*

In youth, where immaturity is a natural concomitant of inexperience, the social

21. AMER. J. OF ORTHOPSYCHIATRY, 1938-1949, Vol. 8-19.

22. BENDER, LAURETTA: PsycHOPATHIC BEHAVIOR DIsoRDERS 1N CHILDREN; Handbook of
Correctional Psychiatry, N. Y., 1947,

23. BENDER, LAURETTA, and SCHILDER, P.: Children and Adolescents Who Kill, J. Crim.
PsycHOPATH., 1: 297, April 1940.

24. WBRTHAM, F.: DaRK Lecenp, A Stupy IN MURDER, Duell, Sloan and Pierce, N. Y.,
1941,

25. Banay, R.: YourH 1IN DESPAR, Coward McCann, N. Y., 1948.

26. CuUrraN, F. J.: Psychiatric Court Glinics for Children, Communication to Group for
the Advancement of Psychiatry, Nov. 8, 1949,

27. GLUECK, SHELDON, AND GLUECK, ELEANOR: CRIMINAL CAREERS IN RETROspecT, N. Y.
Commonwrealth Fund, 1943.

28. Banay, RALPH: Immaturity and Crime, AmER. J. Psycm. 100-170, 1943.

29. LEeviNe, MAURICE: Emotional Immaturity, Famiy, Mar. 1940.

- 30. BROMBERG, WALTER: Emotional Immaturity and Anh:acml Behavior, J. or CLIN.
PsYCHOPATH. $: 432, Jan. 1947.

31. BROMBEERG, WALTER' CriME AND T'HE Minp, J. B. Lippincott Co., Phil. 1948, p. 112.
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consequences of immature attitudes range from harmless mischief to antisocial con-
duct. Among adult psychopaths who have suffered an arrest or deviation in the
course of their emotional development, immaturity leads almost inevitably to con-
flict with society . . . experience with psychopaths demonstrates the presence in
them of marked immature, defensive mechanisms.

Other approaches to the psychology of the recidivist, i.e. the psy-
chopath, have been made by Karpman®%% who divides psychopaths
into the symptomatic (neurotic type) and the basic or idiopathic
(anethopathic) type.

He has described a special group called anethopaths,

. a specific mental disease, characterized by a special personality organization
having in particular a virtual absence ‘of any redeeming social reaction: conscience,
guilt, binding and generous emotions, etc., while purely egoistic, uninhibited in-
stinctive trends are predominant. They are as close to the constitutional as can be
found.

The problem of the psychopath, always a thorny one, has-been
attacked from a slightly different angle by Greenacre®* who has pointed
out the derivatives of the apparent lack of conscience in the psycho-
path in terms of the unconscious effect of family constellations in-
volving narcissistic parents. Greenacre’s formulation is based on ana-
lytic studies of thin, narcissistic characters of the group whose
criminality does not reach the courts but are nevertheless severe psy-
chopaths.

Perhaps the most detailed study of a psychopath was by Lindner®®
who used the method of hypnotherapy. From this detailed study in
which the author hypnotized the offender to reduce resistances during
a psychoanalysis, he concluded that “the psychopath is a rebel with-
out a cause . . ., a prolongation of infantile patterns and habits into
the stage of physiological adultism.” Psychoanalytic studies of psy-
chopaths have been fruitful in delineating the ego structure of this
problem case and particularly set the course for a possible therapy of
these deviates. Along the same line were occasional analyses of specific
offenders in which elements of neurosis were represented in criminal
action. Foxe?®37 developed the important concept of “criminosis’ and

32. KareMmaN, BEN: In the Scheme of Human Typathology, J. NERV. PsycHOPATHY &
MENT. Dis. 103, 276, 1946.

33. KARPMAN, BEN: The Myth of the Psychopathic Personality, AMER. J. oF PsycH. Vol
104, No. 9, March 1948.

34, GREENACRE, PuyLLs: Consience in the Psychopath, AMEr. J. oF ORTHoPSYCH. Vol.
15, No. 3, July, 1945.

35. LINDNER, RoBERT M.: REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE: THE HYPNOANALYSIS OF A CRIMINAL
PsycuoratH, Grune & Stratton, N. Y. 1944.

36. FoXE, ARTHUR: Studies in Criminology, NERV. AND MENT. Di1s. Mono. N. Y., 1948.

37. FoxEg, ARTHUR: CRIME AND SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT, Mono. Edition, Glenn Falls, 1936.
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published a detailed psychoanalytic study of a sodomist. Wittels,3®
among others, made a careful analyses of specific crime groups. In
the same direction were studies by Sanford.®®

Still another approach to the psychopath has been made by Cleckley*®
who brings out the closeness of psychopathy to a psychosis which he
feels features semantic disability. In this disorder Cleckley is im-
pressed that it is: . . . a genuine and definite psychiatric disease and
one that in its severe expressions incapacitates the subject no less than
the well recognized psychoses.”*!

Maugh?*? has written two thorough historical compendia on the psy-
chopath reviewing the extensive literature.

This leads to a consideration of the possible organic factors in the
psychopathic personality; in this field a great deal of work has been
done on the Electroencephalogram. Silverman®®#* found a high pro-
portion of cerebral dysrhythmias in psychopaths. His work, done in
the main at the Federal Prison in Springfield, Missouri, opened up a
new area in the investigation of criminals and psychopaths. Much
conflict in experimental finding concerning electric encephalographic
changes for psychopaths has occurred as work progressed. The sum-
mary given by Silverman?® best expresses the present situation:

From the data presented it may be concluded that nearly all the psychopaths in this
study were born with or acquired in infancy a defective cerebrum, a physico-
chemical abnormality which affects chiefly the frontal or “silent” areas of the brain.

On the one hand Gibbs,*¢ et 4l, found no significant correlation between
the diagnosis of criminal psychopaths and abnormal Electroencephalo-
gram findings. On the other hand Silverman reports:

... 80 percent of the 75 patients had abnormal or borderline encephalograms. The
most prominent. abnormality was a six per second rhythm originating diffusely from
the frontal and pre-frontal areas of the brain.

At all events, the findings in electro-encephalography are not completed

38. WrrTELS, Fritz: Kleptomania and Other Psychopathic Crimes, J. o¥ CriM. PsycHo-
PATHOL., 4: 205, Oct. 1942.

39. SanForb, Nevitr: 4 Psychoanalytic Study of Three Types of Criminals, J. oF CRIM.
PSYCHOPATHOL, 5: 57, 1943.

40. CrLEckLEY, H.: THE Mask oF SaNITY, Mosby, St. Louis, 1941.

41. CreckLeY, H.: The Psychosis that Psychiatry Refuses to Face, J. oF CLIN. PsYcHo-
PATH. & PsYCHOTHERAPY, Vol. 6, No. 1, July, 1944.

42. MAUGH, S.: Concept of Psychopathy, J. oF CRiM. PsYcHOPATH., Vol. 2, 465, April, 1941
(Part I) and Vol. 9, 247, July, 1949 (Part II). .

43. SILVERMAN, D.; GreEN, E. W., GewL, G.: Petit Mal Electroshock Therapy of Criminal
Psychopaths, J. CRiM. PsYCHOPATH. 5: 667, April 1944.

44, SILVERMAN, D.: Clinical and E.E.G. Studies of Criminal Psychopaths, ArcH. NEUR.
& PsycH. 50, 18, 1943.

45, SILVERMAN, DANIEL: ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY: Ust 1N PENoLogIC PRACTICE, HAND~
BOOK oF CORRECTIONAL PsycroroGy, Philosophical Library, Inc,, New York, 1947,

46, Gmss, F. A., Baccui, B. K. BLooMBERG, W.: Electroencephalographic Study of
Criminals, AMER. J. PsycBL. 102: 294, 1945.
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and it may well be that future studies will illuminate the subtle bases
of psychopathy in the cerebral architecture.

In considering organic changes as the cause of criminality, Wilders”
has called attention to the influence of hypoglycemic states on crim-
inal behavior. Attention was called by Wilder to a large list of crimes
produced by hypoglycemia, either spontaneous or due to insulin. Since
this author has made a study of sugar metabolism in relation to crime,
he has been able to prove the presence of hypoglycema as responsible
for many types of aggressive behavior or criminal activity. In 1940,
Wilder compiled a list of crimes due to low blood sugar varying from
disorderly conduct to arson and murder. His work has been sum-
marized in*® an article in which he concludes that:

. . we are probably standing here at a beginning rather than at an end of a new
scientific approach to the problem of crime, and that many and careful investigations
will be necessary in order to establish the proper place of this problem within the
framework of criminology and correctional medicine.

The question of the effect of lobotomy has been recently advanced
by Banay*%®® and others. The shortness of time elapsing after the
operations and the paucity of material with which to judge the suc-
cess of such a procedure, makes a tentative judgment impossible. This
also is a field in which work during the next five years will be crucial.

The problem of the sexual psychopath, always a source of lurid
sensationalism or professional perplexity in America, was given special
prominence during the post-war years in the deliberations of legislators
and in public clamor for alleviation. Many states, the first one being
Illinois, 1938, have passed statutes dealing with sexual offenders, the
essence of which is an examination of such persons by psychiatrists
and an attempt to provide treatment of the offender. At the present
time thirteen states®® have introduced bills, or are working on them,
with a view to promoting psychiatric study of sex offenders. Up until
now legislators and penal authorities have had to depend for guidance
on a handful of papers®® on the sexual psychopath and on the vast
amount of material developed clinically and theoretically by the psy-
choanalysts concerning sexual perversion, if not sexual crime. The

47. WILDER, J.: Problems of Crim. Psychology related to Hypoglycemic States, J. Crum.
PsyYcHOPATH., Vol. 1, 219, January, 1940.

48. WILDER, J.: Sucar METABOLIsSM IN ITS RELATION To CRIMINOLOGY, HANDBOOK OF CoOr-
RECTIONAL PsycHOLoGY, Philosophical Library, Inc., New York, 1947.

49. BANAY, R. AND DAVIDOFF, L.: Apparent Recovery of a Sex Psychopath after Lobotomgy,
J. or CriM. PsycHOPATHOL., Vol. 4, No. 1, July, 1942, p. 59.

50. FRIEDLANDER, JoserH W. aANp BanNay, RavpH S.: Psyckosis Following Lobotomy in a
Case of Sexual Psychopathy, ARCHIVES OF NEUR. AND PsycH. March 1948, Vol. 59, pp. 302-321.

51. ‘Tappan, PaurL W.: Jour. Soc. HyG. November, 1949.

52. PsycHiATRICALLY DEvIATED Sex OFFENDERS, Report No. 9, Revised February, 1950.
Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry, Topeka, Kansas.
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crux of the problem of psychiatric treatment of sex offenders is in
amassing knowledge of consistent type concerning such individuals.
Another problem is to state clearly the indices of sexual psychopathy
in such a way as to coincide with legal criteria. In general the establish-
ment of the sexual offense “as a surface symptom of a more profound
psychic disturbance” is the most significant formulation to date that
psychiatry has contributed in this field.

Turning to the more tedious method of analyses of sexual and other
offenders and study of the historic development of their ego structures,
many suggestive ideas have been advanced. As has been noted above,
the general conclusion is gradually being accepted that crime is a
manifestation of neurosis, i.e. a “criminosis”. Bergler®® in a series of
studies of gambling, addiction, and other ‘criminal’ behavior, con-
cludes that the basic neurosis for criminals is derived from pre-genital
(oral) deprivation with its unconscious reflections in the resultant
ego structure. Lorand®* has studied the neurotic criminal (larcenist)
psychoanalytically, and Bromberg and Keiser® have analyzed the
swindler-character in terms of unconscious determinants of the latter’s
passive make-up inherent in the swindle-relationship.

Murder has been a subject of interest, although opportunities for
detailed study of murderers have not been too frequent. One of the
recurrent findings in such studies as have been reported®¢-5¢ has been
the identification of the victim in the offender’s unconscious. In this
case, murder by a disturbed individual is a symbolic suicide. Wertham3?
has employed the notion of catathymic crises to explain murder in
cases he has studied. Roche® and others have pointed to the import-
ance of the “need for punishment” (Freud) and moral masochism®
as a basic unconscious factor in the psychology of chronic criminals.
In this group of studies must be included Karpman’'s detailed analyses
of psychopaths published in extenso.®? ’
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60. RocHE, Purie Q.: Masochistic Motivations im Criminal Behavior, J. CriM. PscHO-
PATH, 4: 431-444, 1942.

61. BercLER, EoMUND: The Mechanism of Criminosis, J. Cram. PsycHOPATH, Vol. 2, 1943.

62. KareMaN, Bexn: The Individual Criminal, NErv. AND MENT. D1s. MoNo. Series, No.

59, 1933.



176 WALTER BROMBERG [Vol. 44

The field of medico-legal problems has been discussed on frequent
occasions. A paper by Overholser and Weihofen® advanced sound
reasons for adoption of the theory of partial responsibility. There
has been a fair number of discussions of the inter-impenetrability of
medical (psychiatric) thinking and legalistic logic.# The Forensic
Psychiatry Section of The Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry
has attempted to formulate improvements in the concept of criminal
responsibility®® to make it more palatable to psychiatrists on the witness
stand.

In spite of the continued ‘“cold war” between psychiatry and the
law, there are evidences of a better perception on the part of jurists
of the role psychologic influence plays in crime, and a better thinking
through by psychiatrists of the nature of the social matrix in which
unconscious forces operate within the individual offender.

63. OVERHOLSER, W. AND WEIHOFEN, H.: Mental Disorder Affecting the Degree of a
Crime, THE YALE LAw J., Vol. 56, 959, (1947).

64. ZILBOORG, GREGURY: Misconceptions of Legal Insanity, AMER. J. ORTHOPSYCH. Vol. 9,
1922: p%nsoﬁ)x; FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF PsycHIATRY, No. 173, Interim Report of the Com-
mittee on Forensic Psych., Topeka, Kansas, Jan. 27, 1950.
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